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Julian said warmly, “In the future, you should spend more time with Serenity, 
Jasmine, and Elisa. But don’t take everything Elisa says to heart—just listen.” 

Curious, Kiera asked, “What would Miss Stone say to me? Why are you 
warning me not to believe her?” 

Julian let out a small, embarrassed cough as he continued driving. “Well, to 
help Remy, I had to pretend to pursue Elisa for a while.” 

Kiera responded with surprise, “So, I had a rival in love too!” 

Julian quickly clarified, “Elisa wasn’t a rival. She didn’t have feelings for me, 
and her family didn’t either. When Mrs. Stone saw me trying to court Elisa, 
she immediately approved of Elisa and Remy’s relationship. To her, I was like 
a disaster waiting to happen—not someone suitable for her precious 
daughter.” 

Amused, Kiera pressed on, “Tell me more—why did you pretend to go after 
Elisa to help the Fifth Young Master Johnson?” 

Julian candidly explained the entire situation, wanting to clear up any potential 
misunderstandings between them. 

Kiera laughed and said, “Your parents must’ve thought you were serious 
about Elisa. I didn’t expect this from you!” 

“Wifey, don’t misunderstand,” Julian said, a bit worried. 

Kiera smiled. “I’m not misunderstanding anything. Do you think I’m confused? 
I’ve met Miss Stone and Young Master Johnson—they’re completely in love 
with each other. Why would either of them be interested in you?” 

Julian nodded, relieved. “Exactly. Elisa never liked me. She had feelings for 
Zachary for years but gave up after he got married. Elisa can be a bit fiery and 
has a reputation in our social circle, but her values are strong. Even after 
Zachary married Serenity in a whirlwind romance, Elisa stood up for him when 
they had conflicts. She accepted that he was her cousin-in-law and sincerely 
wished them well. I think that shows a lot of grace.” 



“Yes, she seems genuinely happy now,” Kiera added. In her eyes, Remy was 
a much better match for Elisa than Zachary. Remy’s patience and kindness 
complemented Elisa’s fiery spirit, unlike the reserved and distant Zachary. 

Serenity, after all, was the only one who could warm Zachary’s heart and 
change him. It was all fate—marriage was a matter of destiny. 

As they discussed these love stories, they arrived at the Civil Affairs Bureau. 
Encouraged by the elders to get an early start, they arrived just as the staff 
began their workday. 

There was no line at the marriage registration office, but the divorce line was 
already long. 

Noticing this, Kiera commented, “When they got married, they must have 
been full of hope. They just couldn’t manage their marriage well.” 

“There are many reasons,” Julian said thoughtfully, holding her hand. “Some 
marriages fail due to broken trust, infidelity, family conflicts, or, most 
commonly, issues between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law. Marriage 
isn’t just about two people—it’s about two families coming together.” He 
squeezed her hand gently and added, “But let’s not dwell on them. We’re here 
to start our journey together, to support each other through everything, and to 
grow old together.” 

Kiera smiled happily and nodded. 

They completed the marriage registration process smoothly. After receiving 
their marriage certificates, Kiera turned to Julian and asked, “Do you mind if I 
share this with our friends?” 

“Of course not. I want to share it too,” Julian replied, smiling as he held up the 
marriage certificate. 

He had finally won her heart. From this moment on, Julian was no longer just 
Julian—he was a married man. 
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Kiera snapped a photo of their marriage certificate along with a picture of the 



newlywed couple. She first shared it with her family group chat to inform them 
of her and Julian’s marriage. 

Her parents and brothers immediately sent their congratulations in the group. 

Next, she posted it to her social media circle, which mostly consisted of family 
friends and a few old classmates. She received another wave of well-wishes. 

Mrs. Caron, Kiera’s mother, finally felt a sense of relief. With her daughter now 
married, she shifted her focus to encouraging her two sons to settle down as 
well. 

Mrs. Caron had always worried that Kiera wouldn’t marry, mainly due to 
Kiera’s strong personality and exceptional skills. When the local matchmakers 
introduced potential suitors, many men hesitated to meet Kiera, fearing they 
might not match her level of competence. Despite her great achievements, 
good looks, and respectable family background, Kiera struggled to find a 
match, leaving Mrs. Caron constantly anxious about her daughter’s future. 

Kiera, on the other hand, felt frustrated by her mother’s relentless pressure, 
especially since her two brothers were still single. She couldn’t understand 
why her mother targeted only her. 

When Julian first visited Kiera’s home, Mrs. Caron instantly warmed to him, 
seeing him as a perfect son-in-law. Over time, her hopes turned into reality, 
and Julian officially became part of the family. 

After seeing Kiera’s post, Serenity messaged Liberty to inform her that Julian 
and Kiera had received their marriage certificate and asked Liberty when she 
would be returning home. 

Liberty was busy at work when she got the message. She responded with a 
voice note, saying, “The day before the Civil Affairs Bureau closes, Duncan 
and I will go to finalize the formalities. It won’t take long. I’m tied up at work for 
now, so I’ll need you to look after Sonny for a few more days. If he misses his 
dad, feel free to take him to the Brown family’s home for a couple of days to 
keep them from complaining that I’m keeping him from them.” 

Liberty felt frustrated by the Browns’ complaints. After divorcing Hank, she 
never spoke ill of him in front of Sonny. Although Hank had been unfaithful 
and failed as a husband, he had always cared for Sonny and took his role as 



a father seriously. Since the divorce, he had become even more attentive to 
his son. 

Now, as Liberty prepared to marry Duncan, she hoped Sonny would bond with 
him like a father figure. However, she had no intention of undermining Hank’s 
role as Sonny’s biological father. The Browns were always welcome to see 
Sonny, and Liberty never interfered with their interactions. She only required 
that Sonny agreed to stay with them, ensuring he had a say in the matter. 

Liberty continued, “Seren, please give my best wishes to Young Master 
Bucham and Miss Caron. I’ll definitely make time to attend their wedding.” 

“I will, sister. You take care of your work,” Serenity replied. “Zachary and I are 
heading to the Bucham family for dinner. By the way, Sonny didn’t want to 
stay with the Browns for a few days. After we returned from the Johnson 
family, we ran into Hank at the airport. He was picking up guests and had a 
brief talk with Sonny, which made Sonny feel down for a bit, but he’s okay 
now.” 

Not wanting to worry Liberty, Serenity didn’t mention what Hank said to Sonny 
over the phone. She planned to discuss it face-to-face with Liberty when she 
returned, so Liberty could have a direct conversation with Hank. It was crucial 
that Sonny’s mental and emotional health not be compromised, and Serenity 
hoped the Browns would stop saying negative things about Liberty and 
Duncan in front of the child. 

The sisters ended their call quickly. 

Meanwhile, Hank had a lengthy discussion with his parents when he returned 
home that evening. Whether it would change their behavior remained to be 
seen. 
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Hank’s parents had always favored Chelsea, a bias that wasn’t new and 
unlikely to change. 

Mr. Brown had softened slightly; when he learned that Serenity was the York 
family’s eldest daughter, he regretted agreeing to Hank’s marriage to Jessica. 
After everything that had happened, he believed Liberty was the only one truly 
suitable for Hank. But it was too late; there was no going back for Hank. 



Chelsea returned to her parents’ home with Lucas. As she stepped inside, she 
spoke to her mother, who was relaxing on the sofa watching TV, “Mom, I 
heard that Liberty and Duncan are getting married soon. The Lewis family is 
already preparing for the wedding. Once Liberty comes back from Jensburg, 
she’ll probably get a marriage certificate with Duncan.” 

Mrs. Brown’s expression remained cold. “It was bound to happen. Why do you 
keep bringing her up? Even if she’s becoming a part of the wealthy Lewis 
family, it has nothing to do with us. Hank is still tied to that vile Jessica. I’ve 
told him to divorce her, but he won’t listen. I don’t know what kind of spell 
she’s cast on him. She nearly killed him, yet he refuses to leave her.” 

Mrs. Brown didn’t believe Hank still had any love for Jessica. She felt his 
resistance to divorce was because he didn’t want to give them false hope, 
making them think they could push him toward Liberty again. 

Chelsea continued, “Mom, if Liberty marries into the Lewis family as their 
fourth daughter-in-law and Sonny lives with her, do you think he’ll change his 
last name to Lewis? If he doesn’t, then the Lewis family’s wealth won’t benefit 
him. But if he does inherit part of their estate, even if it’s only a fraction, it’ll be 
a substantial amount. Sonny is still my nephew and your grandson. If he has 
money, it could improve our lives. We can’t ask Liberty for money ourselves, 
but Sonny is different. He’s family. 

“Mom, why don’t you bring Sonny to stay with us for a few days? I even 
brought Lucas along so the two boys can spend time together and bond.” 

Mrs. Brown stared at her daughter thoughtfully before responding, “Hank had 
a long talk with me and your father the other night. He told us not to keep 
scheming around Sonny or trying to use him to get money. He said it could 
harm Sonny’s development, both physically and mentally. 

“Sonny is only three or four years old. As his grandmother, I want what’s best 
for him. Hank’s words made me think. We missed out on Liberty, and that’s 
our fault. We can’t blame anyone else, and we have to live with that. Liberty is 
fortunate to have found a way into a wealthy family.” 

It was their family’s loss, she thought, as they had driven away a good 
daughter-in-law, thinking Hank would be happier with Jessica. Who would 
have guessed it would turn out like this? 



“Who could have imagined Serenity’s sudden marriage would be to the eldest 
son of the York family, worth billions?” 

Chelsea pushed further. “But, Mom, we can’t just sit back and do nothing. 
Liberty is one thing, but Sonny is still part of the Brown family. If we don’t build 
a bond with him now, he might not consider us family when he grows up. 
Soon, he’ll be seen as the Lewis family’s grandson. Duncan treats him as his 
own, and with his wealth, Sonny could inherit a fortune—even if Duncan and 
Liberty have their own child. This could be our one chance to improve our 
situation. Don’t you think we should take it?” 

Chelsea continued, “Mom, Sonny is your only grandson, while you have three 
grandchildren. Sonny has a promising future, but his cousins might not be as 
fortunate. How can you bear to see Sonny living in luxury while his cousins 
have nothing? Even if my husband and I work our whole lives, we’ll never 
match the wealth of the Lewis family.” 
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Chelsea silently cursed Hank for failing to understand the situation and not 
working to repair his relationship with Sonny. Instead, he had even managed 
to convince his parents to stop siding with her. 

When Chelsea thought of Sonny’s bright future—living in a big house, driving 
luxury cars, inheriting a major company—she couldn’t help but feel bitter. In 
contrast, her own children might find decent jobs but would likely only have 
modest, nine-to-five lives with incomes far below what Sonny might casually 
spend on meals. 

Consumed by jealousy, Chelsea felt increasingly desperate to have Lucas 
and Sonny build a strong brotherly bond. 

“Mom, why don’t we try to get custody of Sonny?” she suggested. “If Sonny 
lives with us, Liberty and Serenity won’t abandon him and will support the 
Brown family. Sonny would grow closer to us, and when he’s successful, he’d 
remember the Browns.” 

Mrs. Brown motioned for Lucas to go play, and when he had left, she knocked 
Chelsea on the forehead. Chelsea pulled away, but Mrs. Brown pinched her 
cheek, scolding her quietly, “Get those ideas out of your head. You’re only 



thinking about your own kids, using Sonny for their sake. Sonny is your 
nephew, and you’re treating him as a pawn, hoping to drag him down.” 

She continued, “No wonder Sonny tells Hank he doesn’t like his aunt and 
grandmother. I was influenced by you, talking negatively about Liberty and 
Duncan in front of Sonny, and now he resents me.” 

Chelsea defended herself. “What parent doesn’t look out for their children? 
Mom, you’re calling me selfish, and I admit it—I want the best for my kids. Is 
that wrong?” 

“You’re not wrong to want the best for your kids, but you shouldn’t do it by 
using Sonny,” Mrs. Brown replied. “If you want good lives for your children, 
then raise them well and teach them to be capable. Then they’ll have a better 
future on their own.” 

Mrs. Brown was firm. Hank had told her that if they kept badmouthing Sonny’s 
family in front of him, he would speak to Liberty about changing Sonny’s last 
name to Lewis. Once that happened, Sonny would belong to the Lewis family, 
and as long as Hank didn’t require Sonny’s financial support, no one could 
force it. 

Mrs. Brown feared that if Sonny’s surname changed, he’d be lost to them. 
Hank had also made it clear that Sonny would have the best chance if he 
stayed with Liberty. If Liberty and Duncan had their own child, Sonny would 
still be treated well, but Duncan’s attention would naturally lean toward his 
own child. 

If Sonny was capable and respectable, Duncan would never treat him poorly. 
But if the Browns dragged Sonny down, Duncan might cut him off, leaving 
Sonny with nothing. 

In the end, Mrs. Brown, who had helped raise Sonny and loved him dearly, 
realized what was best. Sonny was her only grandson, and faced with a 
choice, she ultimately put his future and well-being first. 

 


